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are two matters whichy

J HERE help to give me a nook
iII your mind for a few min ¬

i
c If you havent heard of

t40Be you very likely have heard of the
ether v I

e First I um the only original sur
Tlvor of the Delphic that was lost atpartnerrfakip with Tom Campbell I discovered
4he Golden Bush mine in Idaho The
wreck of the Delphic figures In this
story the Goldl Bush mine
merely stands In
the background

t
MB a source of

affluence
I was five

Y years old when
1 the Delphic was

Jost With ray
father and moth

< rand infant
7 ister I had sail

i r ed from Liver
f>ool in this ill
1atedv e sse 1

which was In
° IBrcollision I

hegotout of t

fight of the harbor She returned
and was laid up for several days
dot very much damaged but mostj
9t the passengers were sent forward
by another ship My parents chose to
May by the DeIpnic I know not why

It has always been supposed that
she struck tin iceberg off the banks

l can tell you only that the disaster
was at night I remember the awak ¬

ening the thrill of half realized ter
K >rJhe wild noises and the trampling
My father was carrying me wrapped
ina coat my mother following with

Tuttle Hilda Then something crashed
I recall no feeling of a blow but my
consciousness went out like a candle
The next thing I knew it was dawn

ti and I was In a boat with one sailor
who had a wounded head and was cov-

ered with blood It has been sup ¬j posed that this boat was lowered end
foremost in true panic style arid all
aboard her were pitched out except the
wounded sailor and myself

Eventually we were picked up by a
Billing vessel my companion uncon

a pclous and dying I was taken to Bos
ton and sent on thence to an uncle in
few York by whom I Was reared He-

n tied when I was thirteen leaving a

naIl property In trust I attended Co
t umbra college and school of mines

4ind eventually took inheritance and
went west Two years later came the
affair of the Golden Bush and I was
JIch

The larger part of the year 1907 1

fpent in New York and thereabouts I
Jwd everything except a home On theJ of December of that year I wasapartrweek that I spent on the Golden Bush
Claim with only the haggard faces of

J the mountains for company
On the evening of the day that I

it<ave named I returned from a rathertrrly and very lonesome dinner and
found a young man named Connor
waiting for me I had never met him
before He was a sturdy pleasant fel ¬

low Celtic and Dutch on the face of
him and he Introduced himself by pre ¬

senting a letter
from a very es
timable and
charming young
matron Mrs
Leslie Gilbert
whose some-
what misguided
charities had oc ¬

casionally ap¬

pealed to iny

pocketMr
Connor

will tell you n
surprising sto-
ry wrote this
lady I would
have liked to tell
you myself butuponr

T A Journalist and this Is his story My
heartiest congratulations

In my apartments the tables were
Uttered with photographs as they al ¬

ways are My fad since I was a boy
has been the study of the different
kinds of men and the faces that they

t wear I do not study horses but it
k fcappened that I had some photographs

that had been sent up from a friends
Rock farm In Kentucky and it seem

< edt me that Connor saw these before
Jle fairly got into the room He did

fJ10t notice any of the portraits of Peo-
Ple< but plumped straight down upon
the picture of a horse which he recog
jiized instantly though there was no-

r
lettering on it

Humbert he cried and went on to
give me the horses pedigreeBertram
oa one side and Humble on the other
and all the rest of Itbut suddenly

k broke off this strain and came to the
Business that hadbrought hitn there
First with inimitable brevity and

he sketched the wreck of the
3tiDCIPhk

l fi You said he In closing were the
t fill jwle survivor

Yes said Ll >
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I have found another said he
There floated away from that wretch-

ed
¬

vessel heaven knows how a sort
of life raft very small and not ¬

erly a part of the regularequipment
of the ship though it was stenciled
with her name There is a tradition
that one of the officers of the Delphic
invented this style of raft or was in ¬

terested in it in some way Anyhow
it was aboard and it floated and was
picked up by a fishing schooner out of
Newfoundland It bore the dead body
of a man and a living child The man
had saved this child even after his
own death for his stiffened arms held
it A little girl

T took Connor by the shoulder
You are going to tell me said 1

that this girl was my sister Dont
do it unless youre sure I am very
much alone in the world A sister
would mean to mewell perhaps rath ¬

er more than you could easily believe
He took some sheets of paper from

his pocket They were folded find fas ¬

tened together at a corner
Theres n list said he of every

human being on the Delphic I told
you that nearly all the original pas-
sengers were transferred to another
vessel What resulted Why just
thisthere was only one girl baby on
the ship

The simplicity and force of this
statement staggered me There re-
mained of course many questions but
I was unable for the moment to frame

oneLet me tell you said he how I

first got on the track of this It was
through Mrs Gilbert She is interested
in the Womans Exchange as youre
aware and thus she came to know a-

very beautiful and charming girl who
brought embroideries to the exchange
to be sold This girl fell ill and=well
she was pretty hard up thats the fact
about it

The tears rushed to my eyes Ill and
destitute iny sister and I so rich that
people pointed me out in public places
as the Golden Bush man

Mrs Gilbert was very good to her
continued Connor but I guess the
best thing she did for her was to tell
me that the young lady was a survivor
of the Delphic and had been brought
up by foster parents at a place in
Newfoundland I thought I saw a
story and I telegraphed to our corre-
spondent In Newfoundland on my own
account When I got his answeryouUseeJI
the agents of the line to which thp
Delphic belonged and had the luck to
tumble straight on one old fellow who
knew everything and had records and
all that Then I went to Mrs Gilbert
and told her what I had learned You
may imagine her surprise In view of
her acquaintance with you and the
fact that she didnt know that you
were the original Delphic survivor

I never told her said Ibut I slip
posed she knew It has been printed
often enough

Mrs Gilbert says she never reads
the papers replied Connor There
was only one kink in the story and
that was the reason why the rescue
of your sister was kept so extraor ¬

dinarily quiet Why didnt your uncle
hear of it I dont know yet but that
cant alter the fact As to leer being
a survivor of the Delphic my man In
Newfoundland says there is no shadow
of doubt whatever You will see in
his story

He was interrupted by a ring at my
telephone I heard the voice of Mrs

GilbertOh
Mr Owen is that you Has

he told you
Yes I answered
Isnt It wonderful Isnt it beauti-

ful
¬

Ive told her You must come
upyou must come right up Take
an electric you and Mr Connor Ill
wait for you right here The doctor
is with her nowI

This overwhelmed me accustomed
as I was to Mrs Gilberts exuberant
style of conversation I could only
gasp Where are you

At the drug store on the corner
she replied Mr Connor will know
HurryIt

that Mr Connor really
did know and we obeyed instructions
and hurried We found Mrs Gilbert
and she led us a little way along a
rather poor street but not squalid and
Into a bleak hall bedroom in a lodging

houseThat
was the room my sister had

used before Mrs Gilbert had trans ¬

ferred her to a better one It was a
hall room somewhat larger than a

prison cell sparely but neatly furnish ¬

ed unprovided with any means for
heating except a wretched apparatus I

fitted to the gas fixture My sister had
lived there She had lain ill in that
narrow bed without care without at¬

tendance doubtless poorly fed I
thought of It and I remembered that
evenings extravagant dinner with nau ¬

seamyknees
summoned to the larger room There
was a bed with Its head against the
wall opposite the door I saw only a-

part of it just a whiteness of piled
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pillows a background fop a jiris face
and with a sort of undirected vision
more like feeling than seeing I per-
ceived

¬

the doctor in the shadows be ¬

yond the bed watching
The girls eyes were blue They

seemed very large In her pale and thin
face They spoke to me in A silent lan-
guage

¬

that I knew They reached out
to my soul with a natural deep long¬

ingI
extended my hand to her and she

grasped it with a quick childish clutch
My brother said she and the tears

rushed from her eyes
I have since been informed that I

acquitted myself admirably Three
witnesses have testified in my favor
four indeed if I include my sister
whose emotional state may be held to
impair the value of her testimony

You were a dear declared Mrs
Gilbert I could have hugged you

But this is the way it appeared to
me That I was confronted by a sit¬

uation utterly impossible and beyond
mortal tact and discretion that of two
courses open to me 1 chose the worse
and might have done much better than
I did even with that You must take
my evidence against that of all the
others for I alone was competent to
Judge of my conduct as you will pres¬

ently see
My sister told me that she had been

known as Della Gray the first name
probably having been derived from t

Delphic Gray was the name of the
skipper of the fishing vessel that had I

rescued her In his home she had
lived until her ninth year when a lady
a summer visitor In Newfoundland
had taken her away to the town of j

Chatham N H Why the Grays had
consented to have her go she did not I

know but it was something about
money The lady from Chatham
a Mrs Lawrence and she lived wasI
good home At her death two
ago my sister had come to New York I

and had been employed ajj a stenogra-
pher

¬

in the office of a lawyer a cousin i

of her late patron He died within a
few months and then began the days
of dire poverty the days of embroid

eryMrs
Gilbert described her meeting

with my sister and spoke with tears In
her eyes of the efforts she had made
to Induce my sister to accept the least
little thing

She wont let anybody do anything
for her she declared

Except her brother said I and the
thin hand that still lay in mine thrilled
with happiness as it answered my
clasp

Then I told her that her real name
was Hilda Owen and that if there was
anythIng in the world that she wanted
her big brother Bob would go right
out and get it To which she replied
by saying Robert several times very
softly and sweetly

The hour was up and we were all
excluded leaving Hilda with Dr Har
denberg and a nurse who had just ar¬

rived Mrs Gilbert rode home in her
car while Connor and I walked aim ¬

lessly for a matter of half an hour
when I led him to Dr Hardenbergs
house The doctor was at work with
his

best result Ive had he
said This is absolutely

had been studying a part of a
drop of taken from my sisters
finger tip wherein he saw the germ
the infinitesimal enemy that warred
against her health and recognized the
creature by its aspect

Doctor said I you have permit ¬

ted me to hold a somewhat exciting
IntervIew with your patient I hope
she has taken no

Harm he cried I should think
not Shell get well in half the time

What result would follow 1 ask ¬

ed if she should now be told that 1

am not her brother
Hardenberg and Connor both start ¬

ed back from me
heavens cried the doctor

What do you mean I wouldnt haVe
that happen for a mint of money

But you know that Im not her
brother dont you

I he gasped No You must be
There was no other female child ex-
cept

¬

your sister on that How
can we doubt

You have seen us both said I
you who can the features

of that microscopic creature which
you have to magnify a thousand times
t suppose In order to see It at all

Ive got 1500 on It tonight said

j <

itf

anilniuchFlatiron building in your pocket for
a matchbox But whatofltT v

alIt you mean that she doesnt look
dike you said Connor I tell you
youre dead wrong Theres a strong
family resemblance

And youre the man8aidI who
saw a horse for a few minutes two
years ago and a photograph of
him tonight at a glance Do you sup-
pose I could go to the nearest stable
and buy a horseand a good one too

and pass him off on you as a son of
Bertram and Humble

But your sister isnt a horse
Connor Shes a human being

Theres a thundering sight of differ¬

this difference said I
that Its easy to find a man who

knows something about a horse And
now let me tell you what this young
lady is whom I have had the peculiar
pleasure of meeting tonight She is a
thoroughbred Saxon the last one left
alive I should suppose certainly the
most beautiful example But what
am 11

English said Connor promptly
Just as English as she is

Both my father and my mother
were born in Wales said I Both
had what you would call Norman an ¬

cestry on one side and Cymric on the
other I am colored like a Norman but
no person who has made even the most
cursory study of the subject could fail
to recognize my Cymric blood at a
glance On the other hand there is not
the faintest shadow of a possibility
that this young lady has one drop of
that blood in her veins

There was a moments silence then
Connor said almost with a sob

dont like her
the word of a warm hearted

That good fellow had ear ¬

nestly rejoiced in the Idea that he was
working to make two people happy
and now he was disappointed I took

HABDENBERG AND CONNOR BOTH STARTED BACK FROM KB
STARING

microscopeThis

confirmatory-
He

blocd

harmI

staring
Good

ship

recognize

spotted

pro-
tested

enceTheres

IYou

his hand which he was not overwilling
to give me

I will speak to you said I as to a
friend and to you doctor whom I

have nOt the pleasure of knowing so
well as to a man of honor and discre
tion I am very deeply and strongly
attracted toward this young lady It
would be a strange and hard service
that I would not render her a bitter
sacrifice that I should hesitate to make
for her advantage Do I wish she were
my sister God knows The question
already begins to press upon my heart
In the very first instant I knew that
she was not but when I looked into
her eyes and saw the loneliness and tilt
longing I would have died rather than
grieve her So I sat there and lied

Great said the doctor Youre
the man for my money You lied like
a gentleman Nobody could have done
it better I dont know what would
have happened if you hadnt

Give me a week cried Connor
and Ill prove shes your sister no

matter if youre an Eskimo Why
man its a positive certainty

And meanwhile what said I
uGo right ahepd said the doctor
Accept her affection upon false pre-

tenses said 1 Cheat her into tak
ing gifts front a stranger sit by hoi
bed and help her to build air castles
with the very solid foundation of my
money And you have been so kind as
to call me a gentleman

Cll you do the other thing said the
doctor with fervor I give you ray
professional word that the result wont
look to you very much like the work
of a gentleman If you value her safe
ty youll play brother

Thats talking said Connor And
anyhow she is your sister so what
harm can there be

When I returned to my apartments 1

received word that Mrs Gilbert had
requested me to call her up by tele-
phone whatever the hour might b-

It was then midnight but I obeyed in

structionsI to think said the lady
that youd want some help tomor

row
Its very kind of you I replied

About what
Why your presents the thing

youll buy for Hilda Of course sh
needs everything Just simply every
thing but dont you buy necessities fo
Christmas No woman wants them
We want trinkets luxuries uselox
things It took me five years to hef-

tthat Into my husbands head and eves

a
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aw MedoMBt know It as heovfbt to
Just give xae the money for the meed
fid and Ill manage all that Hilda
will enjoy it as coming from you but
Rot as gifts Do you understand

I thought I was her brother said
L Arent you proceeding on the theo ¬

ry that Im her husband
It wouldnt make any difference If

you were her father she declared
We dont want clothes from our fa¬

thers We want the money for them
But well take diamonds Oh yon must
buy Hilda lots of pretty things Isnt
It lovely that you can do it And isnt
she a dearnIsister said I and was sur ¬truthInext day at possible

I I had not supposed that it was possi
ble for a man to tell so many lies in
one day I spent the forenoon with
Mrs Gilbert and we talked of noth

ling but my sisterevery word of
mine a lie of course I spent the aft¬

ernoon or most of it with Hilda whom
I called by that new name though I
knew It was not hers and to make
matters worse she had fallen into a
dubious state of mInd and I must re-

hearseI to her all Connors proofs with
an air of serene and blissful convic ¬

tion for if a mere shadow of doubt
could so affect her spirits what would
the plain truth do

On Christmas day Hilda woke to find
the plain room from which we dared
not yet remove her bright with many
flowers which the nurse had softly set
in their places This was the best day
that Hilda had had since the beginning
of her illness The tide of returning
health had begun to run strong and so
we were able to make it something like
a real Christmas without risk of harm
But the climax was reserved for the
evening after Hilda had had her sup¬

per Then the lights ware extin ¬

guished the door was opened and in
there walked a Christmas tree appar ¬

ently upon Its own legs but really prO-
pelled by the serviceable Connor It
blazed with candles and glittered with
tinsel and Its boughs were well laden
better indeed than I was awarefort-
he wise Mrs Gilbert had bought some
gifts for me from Hilda that the dear
girl might not lack the pleasure of giv-
ing

I have never seen upon the face of
any grown person such an expression
of entrancement in pure joy as glowed
on Hulas In the light of the shining
tree At the sight of Jt1 lost my sense
of shame and deception and a child ¬

like faith took hold upon me that this
would all come right and that I should
find a way to make her happy all her
lifeBy

the next day however I had re-
covered some part of my common
sense and the difficulties of the sit
nation were clear to me again but the
path of escape from them was notchieflyIn
Then a voice seemed to tell me that
I needed the counsel of a woman and
whom could I appeal to but Mrs Gil ¬

bert By this time Hilda had been
transferred to tile Gilbert residence a
favor not too great to be accepted by
a young lady wbose brother owns half
of a very productive gold mine I se-
cured a private Interview with Mrs
Gilbert and disclosed to her the truth

Oh impossible Impossible she
cried Why you semed to know each
other at the very first glance

As I was five years old when I last
saw my sister and she was barely
one said I a recognition would not
amount to very much even if it had
occurred

Ah but theres Instinct
Mrs Gilbert said I gently there

Is no more chance that I am this young
ladys brother than If I were the beard ¬

ed aoudad in the Central park zoo
But what shall we do she ex ¬

claimed Indeed this is a very deli
cate matter We cannot tell her now
She would not remain in this house I
know her She has the strictest ideas
about Incurring obligations She would
rather die in the street

At this I went Intoa panic and vow ¬

ed that I would keep up the deception
to my last hour on earth though it
should sink my soul beneath the reach

mercyA days later Connor came to
my rooms with a very long face

There really is a snag In our story
said he Why In blazes did those
Newfoundland Grays keep this thing
so quiet Why didnt your uncle find
his little niece It Is Inconceivable
that the Grays did not get a list of the
Delphlcs passengers That would have
told them plainly who their foundling
was She couldnt be anybody else
and surely they must have known that
your uncle whose name with yours
was In every account of the wreck
would pay them handsomely for bring-
Ing the little girl to him Didnt your
uncle leave any papers diaries or rec ¬

ords of any kind which might throw
some light on this matter

All my uncles private papers said
I were taken in charge by Judge
Mahlon of the supreme court Hes
dead but Ill write to his son Jim to
have the house looked over-

I did so and received next day this
telegrama

Sent volume your uncles diary 1887
containing full explanation of this af¬

fair to Mrs Gilbert Dec 26 I didnt tell
you this Understand J M

Naturally I called upon Mrs Gilbert
but the lady was from home I would
have gone away but a beloved voice
floated down to me as I stood In the
hallGo

Into the drawing room it said
I will come to you
So I must meet Hilda without know

Ing what Mrs Gllbort knew A cold
chill struck upon me Dec 26 That
was days and day = ago and all this
time Mrs Gilbert hurl een urging me
to treat Hilda as a Mf tr Was It pos ¬

sible that I could tr mistaken No

1 4 J

surely not Wkatevet Mrs Gilbert
might have learned it couldnt have
altered the laws of nature or undone
the divine handiwork And yet 1 would
have given much for a few words with

I Mrs Gilbert It was Hilda however
who appeared i

This was the first time to my know ¬

edge that she had ventured so far as
the drawing room yet she walked
without a sign of weakness and with
a noble carriage And oh she was
beautiful beyond dreams

She wore a sort of tea gown I sup-
pose it might be called of green fabric
and she carried a small black book I
think my mouth must have fallen open
like a dead mans when I saw the fig ¬

ures 1887 in gilt upon the books cover
My uncles diary

Hilda said I without pause or pre-
face I know what that book Is Tell
me what you have found in It Please
tell me straight away

Her blue eyes opened a bit wider
She looked at me then down at the
book and then at me again

Why I havent found anythingshe
said I just got it this minute A
maid gave it to me I havent even
opened it

Mrs Gilberts maid under orders
had been waiting for my arrival of

found

course What did
mean
That a vol-

ume
¬

of my ¬

diary
Beyond ques

tion we shall
find here the
answer to our
riddle solu
tion of all our
doubtsI

from
handThe

dates
should be
ones said 1 and
would have

IN WALKED A CHRIST opened the book
MAS TREEbut HUdaa

hands closed suddenly upon it
hOh not set she said faintly I

Somehow II dread it
The palms of my hands were

I wet
and I was swallowing air but i man
aged to summon up the appearance of
calmness

What do you expect to find herevr
I asked j

flOh you will think very meanly of
me she cried but Indeed I have
been overpersuaded and silenced since

very first hour Then for just that
earliest hour I believed but never aft-
erward And 1 have drifted on and
on not knowing what to do I could
see no escape from the evidence and
you were so sure 1

Did Mrs Gilbert you that
Why yes Id have known that

you believed without a word from
You were such a good brother Anti
she smiled through tearsflBut I
knew in my own heart

Listen said 1 Answer me Did
you wish to believe This may be our
very last minute 1 think this book
can convince either of us sure-
ly not me unless it tells me who you
really are But remember it may
part us forever 1 have known from
the first instant and I know now and
I always shall know that we are no
more to each other than cousins
through Adam and so I ask do
you wish to believerI think not she whispered with
white lips The book

It opened under my hand at the
pages headed June 4 and June 5 and
under the first of these dates I readlthe following in my uncles hand

Captain Enos Gray and his wife
came today bringing child It has
blue eyes and bright golden hair It
could hardly be more unlike poor little
Hilda who had my dear sisters col¬

oring brown eyes and dark hair De
scription had
quite prepared
me for this yet
1 would take no
risk of error and
therefore had the
child Brought to
me If this waif
really came from
the Delphic 1

think it is the
supposed son of
First Officer Al ¬

ston whose body
was with
it upon the raft
According to the
list there were
on the Delphic
Charles Alston
infant and

nurse I think

it
is

un-

cles said
L ¬

the ¬

it
her

early
June

the

¬

the

tell
but

her

her

never

the

that Charlie PERIIAPS SUE SAW WE

stood for Char LOVED EACH OTHER

lotte as Is common in England and
not for Charles 1 shall Institute in-

quiries
¬

Then evidently written later
Lieutenant Alston seems to have

had not a relative in the world The
child is undoubtedly his but it will not
be claimed by any one I have decided
to send 20 a month to the Grays for
its support This will give its life aniadded value to them and they will
rear It more carefully

Here were all mysteries explained
The child was kept carefully and some-
what

¬

secretly because it was a source
of revenue At my uncles death the
income ceased and a stranger was per-

mitted
¬

to take the child away
I have a name for you at last said

I Not my sisters Charlotte
I would like Hilda better said she

softly You called me that first
Mrs Gilbert has had this book since

the day after Christmas said I or
the next at the latest Why did she
bold it

Perhaps she wanted us to wait alit ¬

tIe
Perhaps said I she saw jnstthe

very truth that we loved each other
We must always be very kind and N

sweet to her said Hilda
T t1 l
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